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Newsletter 32 Small Ship Squadron Association Incorporatmg RAE Tn

Patron: Colonel K L Duncan (RL)

President’s Message

embers of the committee wer e saddened when informed by the Patron of the passing of

Major Jim McFarlane. Jim’s military career spanned from 1942 when hejoined the

Citizen Military Forcesto January 1974. He was a veteran of World War 11 and
Korea. Alsoin 1961 Jim held the position of OC, HQ 32 Small Ship Squadron. Hewas my OC
when | did a short period in 30 Port Squadron before being posted to 32 in 1964.
Congratulations to Jack Peel and those involved with the 40th anniversary reunion celebrating
the Squadron’s commitment by 2 Troop AV1353 Harry Chauvel and 3 Troop AV 1355 Vernon
Sturdee with the involvement of Operation Granitein North Borneo. In my letter to the Dining
President of thereunion Lt. Col. Mike Heal, OAM (Rtd.) my closing words were ‘On behalf of
the Patron and committee would you please toast those crew memberswho are no longer with
you or cannot be with you as your participation in Operation Granite involving the confrontation
with Indonesiais part of the history of the Corps.’
Members of the Association again supported Vietham Veterans & Associated Forces Memorial
Day on Sunday, 15 August at Springwood. 15 August isthe anniversary of the ending of World
War 11 in 1945 coinciding with the 38th Anniversary of the battle of Long Tan. Thisyear’s
addresswas given by Air Vice Marshal Donald A. Tidd AM MBE (Rtd.). On behalf of the
Association a copy of Royal Australian Engineers (Transportation) 32 Small Ship Squadron
1959-1971 was donated to Springwood High School.
All who attended enjoyed the hospitality of David Younan, licensee and manager of the Royal
Hotel and an honorary member of the Association. Any member who is passing through
Springwood would be most welcome at the Royal Hotel.
The committee received an application for a grant from Colin Symons on behalf of Bruce
Wiltshire (Custodian of the 32 Small Ship Squadron section) for upgrading the anchor section at
the RAE Memorial at Karrakatta. This has been granted to procure a marble base for the
mounting of the stainless steel engraved plaque previously donated by the Association.
Regardsto all
Ocka
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VIETNAM VETERANS AND ASSOCIATED FORCESMEMORIAL DAY

families attended the annual commemoration ceremony and march at Springwood NSW.

Elsewherein NSW it was cold and windy but Springwood put on a glorious sunny day
for the occasion. Aswell asthe veteransit looked like most of the town turned up to participate
in this popular event. The Guest of Honour was Air Vice Marshall Donald Tidd, AM MBE (Rtd)
who spoke about problems service men and women had with the aftermath of the Vietham War,
and drew parallels with it and the deployment of our forcesto the Gulf , Irag and Afghanistan. A
most interesting and relevant perspective from avery informed ex serviceman.

On Sunday 15 August 2004, alarge contingent of Vietnam and other veterans and their

Our Association was represented by our Patron, Colonel Ken Duncan, President Ocka Murray,
Cec Weekes from AWTA, Geoff Summergreene, Jacqueline Hardy, Brian and Va Waites, Glenn
Daly, Ross McMurray and Ken Boyle (who now livesin Springwood and came over to see what
the fusswas all about). Also helping to carry the banner were Neville Willingham and Peter
Caradus, both ex 1 Field Squadron veterans. During the ceremony Ockalaid abook (in lieu of a
wreath) which was later presented to Springwood High School. Afterwards we adjourned to
David Younan's Royal Hotdl for rehydration and alight lunch. A most enjoyable day.

Patron Col. Ken Duncan,
Cec WeekesAWTA Secretary.
and
Ocka Murray Pres. 32 Small Ship SgnAssc.

Springwood march o
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WARNING NOTICE

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
2004
19th OCTOBER
2000 Hrs
HUNTERS HILL RSL HALL

Pleasetry to attend so asto give your committee support asit is pretty disappointing

when only 8 memberscameto  YOUI  last AGM we sure could use some new blood
new ideas and help.

Brian Waites, Geoff Summergreene, Ocka Murray and Ken Duncan
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A MESSAGE FROM A MICHAEL SCHULTZ ABOUT EMAILSAND HOW HISMUM AND
NORM HOLDSWORTH WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR HIM JOINING THE ARMY.

Thefollowing article was received from Michael Schultz after he was emailed the last edition of Notice to Mariners:

“Receiving the Notice to Marinersviae-mail is great, it saves our Association alot of money, | enjoy getting it faster and
the pictures are in colour to boot.

Many of us have been involved in some voluntary organisation at some stage of our lives and know full well what a
thanklesstask itis. We are motivated by our own enthusiasm and interest in the particular activity. So | really appreciate
the efforts of Graham Murray who has held the show together for many recent years along with his untiring committee,
and Ken Duncan valiantly waving the flag at thetop. There are many more working quietly in the background helping to
further our Association - well doneto you all.

The Notice to Mariners serves to refresh an important and happy part of my younger life and my association with the
Australian Army. | enjoy reading the news, the articles and hearing what’s going on with our members. It isaways
surprising how ruddy those Anzac day faces|ook.

My Army life over 22 years from 1958 to 1980 was all in the CMF in 33 and 32 Small Ship Squadrons, and 5 Water
Transport Troop (the name changed from year to year, like greatcoats on and off again). There were many great times at
sea and super exercises at port Stephens etc.

One happy memory was how | joined up in those informal days of thearmy. | was aged 17, just two months off my 18"
birthday and swimming at Clifton Gardens baths with my mum. | was watching the Army vessels doing circuits and
bumps out of Chowder bay wharf and recognised my Scout Master, Brian Muir as CMF Master of the tug M ollymawk. |
waved and soon alongside the baths was the Mollymawk and mum and | were invited on board for aride. Both mum and
| were barefoot and only in Speedos. | distinctly remember the ARA Master Norm Holdsworth’'s eyes roaming all over
my mum (she used to be amodel so | guess she had some pleasant bulges for Norm). Well, after that fun | joined up at
the next Tuesday evening parade.

WEell, once again to al involved in our Association - keep up the good and well appreciated work you al do.”

Thanks Michael, for your comments about Notice to Mariners and the wonderful story about how you joined the Army. |
bet Norm Holdsworth would have had fond memories of your mum, sorry | meant your recruitment. Thanks also to
other members who have commented on our email system for distributing the newsletter. If you have an email address
but still get your newsletter by post, or if you change your address or ISP, please give me your details at

rossmcmurray @optusnet.com.au
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Vale

Major Jim M cFarlane

Magjor Jm McFarlane (Rtd) passed away on 31 August 2004 after along illness. Many members would
remember Jim from their service in transportation and watercraft units. He had a colourful seagoing and
military career that spanned nearly four decades, starting with him serving as a deckhand at age 15 on a
Norwegian cargo vessel, seeing action in the Atlantic and Mediterranean before returning to Sydney just the
day before the Japanese submarine attack on our harbour. He then went to Clifton Gardens and was
subsequently posted to a watercraft unit as a Sapper, apparently without attending an Army recruit training
course. Soon afterwards he was in the Torres Strait and Thursday Island areain Army small craft and also
spent time at Meruke in Dutch New Guinea. He was based in Labuan and Borneo at the wars end, after which
he returned to Sydney.

In 1947, following atwo year posting in UK asaWO1, he returned to Australiaand was commissioned asa
Lieutenant. He then became an instructor in navigation and seamanship and was appointed a ship’s Master
before being posted to Korea and Japan with ajoint British / Australian unit. In 1959 he again served in UK
with a British Tn unit for another two years, returning to Australiaas a Captain. On promotion to Major he
served a period as OC 32 Small Ship Sgn. Hisfinal posting was to Port Moresby as the Commander, Joint
Force Movements, Papua New Guinea Defence Force. He returned to Sydney in 1974 and retired that same
year. In retirement he maintained close contact with his many comrades and actively supported the Army Water
Transport Association, becoming the Patron of the Association in 1993 and only standing down because of ill
health in 2001.

Asyou can see, Mgor Jim McFarlane had a unique career and was a dedicated Australian who served the
Corps, the Army and the Nation with commitment and dedication.

(Thisisan edited version of a Eulogy given by our Patron, Colonel Ken Duncan, at Jim’'s funeral service.
Thanks Ken. Our sympathy goes to June and her family).

AGENDA
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
TUESDAY 19 OCT 2004

Opening N N N N NN
Departed Comrades [ | [ |
Minutes of Previous M eeting I POSITIONSVACANT 1
Business Arising from the Minutes i i
Correspondence | Hon. Secretary |
President’sreport - Hon.Asst. / Sec Treasurer -

Secretary’s Report .

Treawre);,stzort i Welfare Officer i
Welfare Officer’s report i Social Member i
Social Member’sReport - Apply at the AGM 19th Oct. -

Property Member’sReport i i
1 T P i f P i it P i it i R i 7 0 01 0 7

Draft Constitution
General Business
Closure
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33 Terminal Squadron Reunion Dinner

Hi All,
This is a mixed function so please bring your partners along

If you have any past unit photos that you would like included in the slide show please send them to
me at 10 Pomona Rd Empire Bay NSW 2257. Scanned pictures burned onto a CD would be ideal
(and save a lot of scanning at this end) but if you don’t have the facilities just send the photos.

If you do send photographs could you please include a stamped self-addressed return envelope. This
will ensure their return and help us to reduce costs.

For any further information please Email (bobsmith@idl.com.au) or call
(H)02 4363 1898 (W)02 43258579

Kind Regards,
Bob Smith

AR
. N

33 Terminal Squadron RACT
Reunion Dinner

Saturday 6 Nov 2004
7 pm for 7:30pm
Gosford RSL Club, West Gosford

$35.00 per Head

3 Course Carvery Meal
Drinks at bar prices

Please send payment with bookings

If required, accommodation may be available on site at RSL Galaxy Motel
Ph: 4323 1711 but book early as this is a busy time of the year

Please Return this Section with payment
Don't Delay — Book Now! (bookings mustbe made priorto 6 Oct 04)
33 Terminal Squadron Reunion Dinner 6 Nov 04

Name... ... oo i it it it i i i e et e e s o Partners Nameooo o e e e

o o =Y S L X 0 I = TP
Please Tick One 0O | willBe Attending ($35)
O My Partner & | willbe Attending ($70)

Il have enclosed $ and will see you on the night

Make cheques payable to: 33 Terminal Squadron
Send to: Bob Smith, 10 Pomona Road, Empire Bay 2257

For further info Ph: (H) 02 4363 1898 (W) 02 4325 8579
Email bobsmith@ idl.com .au
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40th Anniversary Dinner of our Borneo Deployment 1964

Coopernook, Geoff Freeland and Robbie Robinson conceived the idea of a gathering of crew

members to celebrate the 40" anniversary of our deployment to Borneo in 1964. The idea quickly
took on momentum when the CO/CI SME, Lt Col David Luhrs offered the facilities of the School of Military
Engineering for athree day gathering. The successful reunification of two LSM crews, some of whom only did
the one trip has now passed into history. It isfitting to recall the welcome of RSM Russ Parrish who created
and maintained the wonderful feeling of being completely at home in the “Home of the Sappers’. The mutual
respect of Sappers was self evident and enhanced this magnificent occasion, which could not have been
successful without the hospitality of the Officers and Senior NCOs messes, the Museum and Garrison Chapel
staff, the Transport WO and John Pendergast. Their hospitality had to be experienced to be believed. We wish
to acknowledge the generous donations from Mick Parkes and John L eishman who could not attend but did not
wish to see their shipmates thirsty. Thanks to 32 Small Ship Sgn RAE Association for their donations and the
loan of the banner. We appreciated the message from the Minister for Veteran's Affairs and the DVA donation
under the “ Saluting their Service” grants but their real contribution was in contacting former crew members
who had “disappeared’. There were a surprising number of anonymous donations, which really helped in
keeping cost to the minimum. A special thanks to our generous unidentified donors.
Lt Col Mike Heal , OAM, our longest serving Skipper and Master of Viernon Surdee in Borneo occupied the
chair as Dining President. Highly respected Mike was Master of Viernon Sturdee four years earlier on her
delivery voyage from Japan. A loud cheer arose when the Australian War Memorial video screened showing a
very young Captain Heal on the Bridge of Vlernon Surdee in Borneo. Messages read at the dinner from the
Governor General, the Head of Corps RAE, and President Ocka, are included for your pleasure and deserve
reading. Brigadier PJ. Greville, CBE, BE, who was Director Transportation during our deployment, delivered
an enlightened address, a message for all LSMers and well worth aread. The Brigadier and June travelled from
Brisbane only days before his scheduled surgery. We all wish him well for a speedy recovery. | saw nothing but
smiles, encouragement and good fellowship the entire time we were together although some were moved to
tears on more than one occasion. In the case of Blue Atkinson it was due to dislocated fingers which will be
long remembered by SME Duty Officer Lt. Ellison, who conveyed usfirst to the Military Hospital and then to
Liverpool Hospital in the early hours of Friday morning. Of course Blue soldiered on. A moving and fitting
Memoria Service on Saturday concluded our activities. Conducted by Chaplain Aitken with prayers read by
L es Hockings and Jack Peel, our departed comrades were honoured by Lt Col Mike Heal, OAM.
| hope you have enjoyed sharing our reunion. For our mates who areill or infirm, your contribution is not
forgotten; our thoughts and prayers are with you. War serviceis not necessarily the criteriain my opinion for
reunification, as each sea going voyage was unique and as members of the RAE Tn Service, we al have much
to be proud of, aswe discovered at SME. Today’s Sappers are interested and hold usin high regard and as we
grow older and bolder the importance of such gatherings can not be underestimated.
God blessyou all.

When two or three Sappersgather for abeer anythingispossible. Whilst sharing a cleansing ale at

Jack Ped (fitter engines& pumpsHarry Chauvel 1964 )

Passing through Mor peth in the Hunter Valley ?
Drop in and say Hi ! to Charles Watson at the
Morpeth RSL.
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His Excellency Major General Michael Jeffery AC CVO MC (Retd}
Govermnor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia

As a former infantryman and now Commander-in-Chief of the Australian Defence
Force, | am delighted to extend my best wishes to everyone taking part in the 40"
Anniversary Reunion of the Army Engineer Deployment to Borneo in 1964,

The contribution of the sappers during Indonesian Confrontation is not widely known,
but was nonetheless significant. In particular the contribution of the Army Vessels;
AV 1353 Harry Chauvel and AV 1355 Vernon Sturdee, the Landing Ships Medium of
32 Small Ship Squadron Royal Australian Engineers, and the professionalism with
which they provided a beach landing capability and logistics support was invaluable
to the overall campaign effort.

Your service was suitably acknowledged with the award of the British General
Service Medal 1962 with the clasp, 'Borneo’. | congratulate you on the way you lived
up to your unit motto JAMIS ETRE REMORQUE (never to be towed).

I extend a warm welcome to those sappers who have travelled from many parts of
Australia to be here for the reunion; in particular former crew members of 2 and 3
Troop, 32 Small Ship Squadron RAE and former members of the RAN minesweeper
escort to the sappers. The fact that some have come from as far away as Darwin
indicates the ongoing sense of camaraderie and operational commitment of our
sappers, not just to the Borneo campaign but to many conflicts before and since.

| acknowledge with pleasure the attendance of Brigadier P.J. Greville, CBE who
played a key role as Director of Transportation during the Borneo deployment, as
well as Lieutenant Colonel M.G. Heal, OAM, the Troop Commander and Master of
Vernon Sturdee.

| commend the Reunion Committee on their dedication and for the excellent work
they have done to coordinate your activities and for bringing together twenty-one of
sixty-one former crew members to mark your 40" Anniversary.

Marlena and | trust that you have enjoyed the reunion thus far and will continue to
enjoy the hospitality extended by the members of the RAE Sergeants Mess tonight
during the dinner.

Congratulations to you all and every good wish for the future,

(Michael Jeffery)
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A message from Colonel Bill Sowry
Land Commander Engineers
Head of Corps Roya Australian Engineers

Dining President, Lt Col Heal, Guests of Honour Brigadier and Mrs Greville, Distinguished Guests,
Ladiesand Gentlemen, it givesme great pleasure as Head of Cor ps Royal Australian Engineersto send
thismessage of congratulationsto you on thisimportant day.

Thisday 40 yearsago, 2 and 3 Troop, (AV1353 Harry Chauvel and AV 1355 Vernon Sturdee), of 32 Small
Ship Squadron RAE, are between Tawau, North Borneo and Wewak, Papua New Guinea, returning
homefrom Operation Granite.

| can only imagine how proud Jimmy Wilson (OC 32 Small Ship Sgn) would befeeling. Not only did you
successfully Transport and put ashore The Engineer Field Squadron Group in North Bor neo, without the
loss of men or equipment (except the generator on Harry Chauvel), but also survived claims of
insubordination and mutiny by our own navy.

Thehistory books may not publicly reflect the contribution that you made as part of the Indonesian
Confrontation, but that’swhat we Sapper s have always prided our selves on —Thejob done, with minimal
fuss and only those that know, count. History will later show that your distinguished service was not only
for your ship-to-shore operations, but for thetactical mobility that you brought tothe Army in Vietham.
For you and other men who served in the Squadron, your motto Jamais etre Remorque (Never to be
Towed) and the RAE motto Ubique (Everywhere) reflect the way in which you successfully performed
your tasksaspart of our corpshistory.

On behalf of the Corps, asyou gather heretonight may | wish you all the very best for an enjoyable
evening. May | also expressour thanksfor providing uswith avery colourful part of our Corpshistory.

No doubt after forty yearstheliesare getting bigger, perhapsthe beer isa bit colder and asfriendsyou
aregreyer and bolder but you remain Sappersoneand all and for that we are grateful.

Congratulationsand | wish you all the best for the future.
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ATTENTION !

Any member who receivestheir Notice To
Mariners by email and would also like a
hard copy please contact Ocka Murray

to be placed on the mailing list.

Back copiesare also available.

Changed your email address ?
Let Ross McMurray know.

Disclaimer

Thoughts expressed in this
newsletter are those held by
the writers and contributors
and are NOT necessarily those
of the editor or the Association
Committee or members.

President Graham Murray
Vice President Ken Shannon
Hon.Secretary Vacant
Hon.Treasurer Peter Tierney

Hon.Asst./Sec. Treas Vacant

Welfare Officer Vacant

Property Member Ken Shannon

Social Member Vacant

Committee Roger MacDonald
Ross McMurray

Hon.AuditorLt.Col Phil Cameron

(02) 9634 375
(02) 9871 4667  shannon_services@bigpond.com.au

(02) 4369 2616

(02) 9451 6488
(02) 9403 1456
lan Johnston BEM (02) 9623 7948
(02) 9997 4370

Committee Members

This committee of the Association meets on the third Tuesday of each month at the
HuntersHill R.S.L. Memorial Hall at 8 pm.

mossaust @bigpond.net au

ptier ney@acay.com.au

aliceandborice@optusnet com.au
rossmcmurray @optusnet.com.au

Editor Ross McMurray
Publisher Roger MacDonald
Correspondence: P.O. Box 48, Hunters Hill NSW 2110
Property for Sale

LIS $18.00 LSM Badge.......cccevrvenennene. $12.00
32 Small Ship Sgn. Book......$30.00 Collar Badges........cccceevennene. $6.00
Assc. Aniversary Plaque......$25.00 Flag Army Afloat................. $50.00
Assc. Patches........ccccoeeenee. $8.00 Ass. Caps (Navy).....cccceeeeene. $12.00
LSM Badges .......ccccevvruennne $12.00 Assc. Polo Shirts, White, Red

And Navy To Order. $25.00

Contact Ken Shannon 02 9871 4667
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YoursAYE ! Jack Ped
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